Fight against
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milfoil in lake

creates even
more battles

® Christmas Lake homeowners
are bitterly split over harvesting
or treating the water chemically.

By LAURIE BLAKE » Iblake@startribune com

Some individuals also have applied
herbicide on a spot basis in front of
their homes.

But after a messy, poorly done har-
wvest last summer that left some shore-
bers of the Christmas [ ake Homeownr-
the battle and stopped paying dues.

The green, feathery underwa-
ter plant is a problem for Christmas
Lake and hundreds of other lakes
across the state because it grows so
thickly it gets in the way of boating
plants that keep water clear and pro-
vide habitat for fish.

On Thursday night, about 30 of
the 142 Christmas Lake homeown-
ers gathered at Excelsior Elementa-
ry School to discuss options for the
coming summer and hear more about
a chemical called fluridone.

It is a whole-lake herbicide
that if applied correctly can
kill milfoil but not affect na-
tive plants.

Retired federal Judge Miles
Lord, a homeowner on the lake
and a member of the association
board, had sent a letter urging
neighbors to turn out to oppose
~poisoning” of the lake.

With two members from
the Department of Natural Re-
sources (DNR) and three lake
consultants offering informa-
tion, residents of the lake —
which siraddles the Shorewood-
Chanhassen border — ex-
about using the chemical.

*] am sitting here 25 3 home-
owner who believesThave are-
ity to leave this place
better than I got it,” said Joe
Shneider, of Chanhassen. He
said talk of using chemicals
scares him becanse the long-
term effects aren't known
Others said they didn’t want
tumakeamﬂmkzthatwmﬂd

foil expert, Charles (Chip)
Welling, told the group. Well-
ing said whole-lake treatment
is complicated and has to be
‘ifsamﬁh&tggugsw:mlﬂ.ﬂ
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the homeowners on the milfoil
havtaspﬁmpi]ﬁmnnwheﬂg—
er the whole-lake treatment 15
right for Christmas Lake.

Dick Osgood, a national lake
management consultant who
is also the executive director
of the Lake Minnetonka Asso-
ciation, told the audience that
there is no evidence to support
concerns about fluridone.

In an interview Friday, Os-
good said the U.S. Environmen-
tal Protection Agency has test-
ed fluridone thoroughly and
found it safe. The concern is
that it be applied properly, Os-
good said. “The benefit of flu-
ridone is that it can target mil-
foil and leave native plants un-
harmed or minimally harmed.
But if you misapplyit, there can
be unintended effects.”

chemical treatment but has a
lower risk."

The next step, said Feldman, is
to survey homeowners for their




