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The Round Lake water shed is still in 

extreme drought even though we had 

above average precipitation in October.  

This is the main determinant of Round 

Lake water level.  The Carlson Dam and 

downstream artificial channel is the num-

ber 2 controlling factor and now is being 

used to facilitate keeping the lake low. 

Sawyer County has not responded to our 

attempts to amend the 1941 PSC Order 

governing Round Lake water level.  The 

purpose of this would be to reduce Sawyer 

County management liability and the 

order would more accurately reflect what 

the lake level has been over the last 60 

years.  Relevant authorities know that 

the water level has been periodically 

above the maximum 1941 PSC Order wa-

ter level, and the order should be rewrit-

ten so that this is not an absolute maxi-

mum water level. 

There was a Sawyer County Record re-

port several weeks ago that The Wiscon-

sin DNR is going to issue a permit to 

Sawyer County to abandon the Placid 

Diversion Canal.  We have not seen any 

notice or communication from The WDNR 

concerning a public hearing over this 

matter. 

RLPOA does not know if the preexisting 

stream between Placid Lake and Round 

Lake which was present before the Diver-

sion Canal was built in the late 1930’s 

will be restored.  We don’t think it will be, 

and the historical minimum flow from 

Placid Lake into Round Lake will most 

likely be terminated by the WDNR and 

County. 

There are also new larger culverts at the 

natural outlet of Little Round by Thun-

derbird Road.  NN culverts to our knowl-

edge have not been enlarged or lowered 

as the WDNR/County wants. 

Sawyer County, like all government enti-

ties, is under financial stress and it is 

unlikely that there would be money for 

any new dam at Carlson Road.  We have 

stated in the past that unless the present 

dam is unsafe or if it is built wider, then a 

new dam is not needed.  Short Elliot & Hen-

drickson the County’s engineer did recom-

mend a new dam about 20 feet wide a couple 

of years ago, and this would be the ideal solu-

tion compared to the 10 foot wide dam now.  

This was undermined by WDNR approving 

new 100 year flood levels based on existing 

conditions 2006-08 that included beaver 

dams, obstructed natural Little Round outlet 

by Thunderbird Road, silted in Carlson 

Channel and undersized too high NN cul-

verts.  This premature WDNR approval of 

100 year flood levels on the Round Lake wa-

ter shed was the most critical event so far 

concerning the water level issue.  The WDNR 

flood levels are also in direct conflict with the 

preexisting 1941 PSC Order that allows 

higher flow rates thru the Carlson Dam. 

Sawyer County continues to manage Round 

Lake about a foot lower then authorized level 

most likely to reduce management liability.  

The present dam is not big enough to keep 

the water level below the maximum author-

ized level.  The 1941 PSC states the lake 

should not go higher then 77.25 feet local 

datum or 1345 feet with a recommended level 

of 77.0 feet local datum or 1344.75 feet. 

In fact Round Lake is at a level now that 

should require opening up the Placid Diver-

sion Canal to supply water to the Round lake 

system.  Instead Sawyer County wants to 

abandon this canal and is making no effort to 

add available water to Round Lake. 

We have about $20,000 in legal defense fund 

which is not enough to get started on a legal 

action.  We have been quoted $50,000.  Even 

more important is the amount of time it takes 

to manage a legal action.  RLPOA is a volun-

teer organization and we would need more 

help/volunteers to initiate any legal action. 

RLPOA needs all residents, interested 

parties, friends, tourists, and recrea-

tional people etc. to sign and return the 

two petitions in this newsletter.  

Tom Kintzinger, Web Site Administrator 

Water Level Update 2009.11.12 

Fall 2009 

What’s Inside 

Sign up for email distribu-

tion and save the Associa-

tion mailing costs.  To sign 

up, send an email to: 

carlscheider@hotmail.com 

    Many thanks. 

This newsletter is now 

available electronically. 



have not had accurate mapping to 

really determine the extent of the 

problem.  Now that we are armed 

with this infor-

mation, we can 

start the permit/

approval process 

to begin treat-

ment next year.  

The acres-age/

locations to be 

treated will be 

determined by the DNR process and 

the funds needed for these treat-

ments! Our 2009 grant proposal 

was not funded by the DNR, but 

this request will be resubmitted for 

the Feb 2010 proposal cycle.  Hope-

fully there will be grant monies ap-

proved, but the rest will need to be 

paid out of the RLPOA milfoil fund. 

I do need your help in updating the 

names and email addresses of those 

owners who are current shoreline 

observers, as well as those new 

folks who are willing to help as ob-

servers for a portion of our shore-

line.  Please email me your contact 

information.  Once the shoreline 

observer’s map is up-

dated, I will also pro-

vide this to the mem-

bership.  

Thanks to everyone 

who has volunteered 

their time and monies 

to help control this 

invasive plant problem.  We will 

never rid the lake of milfoil, but we 

must do everything possible to con-

trol its growth.   

Even if you do not “use” the lake, 

this can affect your property value, 

so this is truly everyone’s problem!! 

If you have any questions, please 

feel free to contact me via email or 

phone. 

Frank Tyson 

ftysongac@aol.com  

715-462-3289 

This has been a year of transition 

for the RLPOA’s approach to our 

milfoil problem.  Dan Kollodge and I 

now share the chair responsibilities 

for our committee.  Dan takes care 

of the administrative issues i.e., 

grants, permits, funds etc., and I 

work with the shoreline observers 

along with Dan Tyrolt (LCO Con-

servation/water quality).  Dan is on 

retainer with RLPOA to help guide 

us thru the county, state, and DNR 

process for grants, permits and wa-

ter treatment. 

With the help of our shoreline ob-

servers and many hours spent on 

the lake with my GPS, I feel we now 

have an accurate map of the known 

milfoil locations.  This will always 

be an ongoing process!  I will bring 

copies of these maps to our next 

association meeting. 

Treatment this year was done both 

in the spring and fall.  I will also 

provide maps of these locations.  

The problem is that in the past we 

DNR Denies Grant Request 

The Wisconsin Department of Natu-

ral Resources did not approve fund-

ing for the Invasive Species Control 

Grant proposal submitted in Au-

gust.  In a letter to the RLPOA 

board on October 18th, the DNR for-

mally denied the request. 

The proposal outlined a three-year 

strategy that addressed the follow-

ing areas: 

• Eurasian Water Milfoil Man-

agement 

• Storm and Home Owner Source 

Runoff Education 

• Aquatic Invasive Species Pre-

vention 

• Aquatic Plant Management 

Education 

Many organizations across the state 

compete for the limited grant funds 

available.  The DNR evaluates pro-

posals using a scoring system and 

proposals are then ordered from 

highest to lowest.  The DNR funds 

as many proposals as current funds 

allow starting with the highest 

ranked proposal. 

There are two grant submission 

opportunities each year, in Febru-

ary and August.  Organizations 

whose proposals are not approved in 

February are allowed to submit a 

proposal for August.  The board has 

not met to discuss next steps, but it 

seems logical that the association 

should continue to submit grant 

proposals. 

A DNR official involved with the 

selection process offered to meet 

with Round Lake representatives to 

discuss our current proposal and 

identify areas where it can be im-

proved.  This will be valuable learn-

ing opportunity that should improve 

the chances that the next proposal 

will be approved. 

The rejection of the proposal was 

unexpected and has left the associa-

tion in a more difficult funding 

situation than had been envisioned 

for 2010 and beyond.  The most im-

mediate concern is for funding of 

milfoil eradication and control ef-

forts for next year.  Based on this 

rejection, the board will have to in-

vestigate other sources of income to 

support the program.  A consistent 

source of funding has been identi-

fied in the past as a long-term stra-

tegic need of the organization.  It 

was envisioned that DNR grants 

could be that source.  Based on this 

experience, it does not appear that 

grants can be relied upon as a long-

term revenue source. 

Dan Kollodge, Water Quality Com-

mittee 

Volunteers and Donations Needed 
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WDNR denies grant request—

funding needed to control 

milfoil. 

Millfoil Report — Frank Tyson, Dan Kollodge 



 

RLPOA Financials 
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This past summer the RLPOA and 

the LCO Conservation Department 

applied for and received permits for 

a fish crib project.  

From midsummer until early Octo-

ber we built and placed over 200 

cribs.  Materials have been pur-

chased for more than 100 more 

cribs, which are to be placed early 

next spring.  Walleyes for North-

west Wisconsin and RPLOA have 

purchased 70 of the cribs.  The LCO 

Conservation Department received 

a grant to fund the balance of the 

project. 

There are 6 different types of cribs 

being used in this project.  All the 

cribs will be located on the North-

east side of the flats. 

We hope to have a PowerPoint pres-

entation by Dan Tryolt and a report 

from Brett McConnell on our web-

site and at our spring meeting.  

Both Dan and Brett have put a lot 

of work into this project. 

We also want to thank the volun-

teers who helped:  Randy Schultz, 

Peter Hayes, Tom Connell, Dave 

Frane, Louis Frane, Dave Pennings, 

Steven Pennings and Taylor Frane. 

Al Reinnemann 

Fish Committee 

Fish Committee 
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Web Site Update 
From Jan. 1, 2009 to Nov. 12, 2009.  www.roundthelake.com 
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This newsletter is available 

electronically.  We can send it to you 

or you can read it at our website. 

Membership Report 

Potential Membership: ···· 635 

2009 Paid Members: ······· 308 

    Record year of 2007: ···· 405 

RLPOA Board of Directors 

Bob Strachota  ···························· President 

Vacant ································· Vice President 

Vacant ······································· Secretary 

John Otterlie ······························ Treasurer 

Dan Kollodge ········· (Co-chair) Water Quality 

Frank Tyson ·········· (Co-chair) Water Quality 

Jack Ardoyno ············· Chair of Water Safety 

Mary Reinemann ·· Co-chair) Fish Committee 

Wally Narr ··············· (Co-chair) Membership 

Jim Tiffany ·············· (Co-chair) Membership 
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There is a vacant position on the RLPOA board. 

Tom Kintzinger (Vice President & Secretary) completed his three year term Oct. 2008 

and has decided not to volunteer for another term.  Kintzinger will continue on as the 

volunteer website administrator for RLPOA www.roundthelake.com. 

Elections were not held this fall of 2009 and have been deferred by the board to the 

late spring meeting in 2010.  Please let any board member know if you are interested 

in serving on the board now or next year. 

Round Lake Property Owners Association Inc. Membership Application 

I am interested in helping one of the following committees: 

___ Government Awareness ___ Water Quality 

___ Water Safety ___ Membership Membership Dues:  $25 

___ Fish ___ Newsletter 

2010 Membership Dues:  $25   

  

 Enclosed are my dues of $25 

for calendar year 2009 

Enclosed is my additional con-

tribution of $25 for the milfoil 

fund. 

Total Enclosed:  $  

Make checks payable to RLPOA 

 

Please mail to: 

Round Lake Property Owners As-

sociation 

P.O. Box 1070 

Hayward WI  54843 

 

Name 

Address 

Phone 

Email (please print clearly) 



Round Lake Property Owners Association 

P.O. Box 1070  

Hayward, WI 54843-4048 


