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Dear Property Owner , 
 

Spring is upon us and you can feel it in 

the warm air. Soon the lake will open up 

and we will usher in another season of 

enjoying our wonderful Round Lake.  
 

The water level is low compared to previ-

ous years and the county/DNR wants to 

move forward with an abandonment and 

closure of the Lake Placid Dam.  
 

The County wants to opt out of any fur-

ther responsibility for the lake level man-

agement. The DNR does not actively par-

ticipate in the management of the lake so 

without an active water management 

system, Round Lake is being abandoned. 

The Board is seriously concerned about 

this approach to water management and 

has objected to their recommendations.  
 

Our interviews with attorneys have re-

vealed several alternatives which the 

Board is considering. Our options and a 

potential action plan will be discussed at 

the next Association meeting.  
 

There are new laws that come into effect 

this season that have been enacted to 

better protect our public waters. You need 

to be aware of these because ignoring 

them could have costly consequences. 

Hereõs a summary of whatõs new: 
 

NR115-Wisconsinõs Shoreland Protection 

Program is an administrative rule that 

went into effect February 1, 2010. This 

rule imposes minimum standards on 

lakeshore properties like setbacks of 

structures from the Ordinary High Water 

Mark, and what you can do with non con-

forming structures, impervious services and 

mitigation, to name a few.  
 

Sound confusing? Unfortunately, it is. Coun-

ties, the governmental units that implement 

and enforce NR115, have until February 1, 

2010 to incorporate the new standards. If you 

have questions about shoreline regulations, 

contact our county zoning administrator.  
 

2009 Wisconsin Act 9 restricts the use of fer-

tilizer containing phosphorous. This law 

takes effect April 1, 2010. The law restricts 

the use of lawn fertilizers that contain phos-

phorous. This is an easy law to follow. When 

you buy your fertilizer, make sure that the 

middle number in the three numbers that 

rate fertilizer is 0 (zero), e.g. 5 -0-5, not 5-5-5. 
 

2009 Wisconsin Act 31 restricts the operation 

of motorboats at slow -no-speeds within 100 

feet of the shoreline. This law took effect Feb-

ruary 1, 2010 and provides extra protection 

to the shoreline by reducing the erosion 

caused by wakes of motorboats. It also pro-

vides added safety to those recreating along 

the shorelines. Water skiers should take par-

ticular note of this law, because pickup and 

drop areas for water skiers should be 100 feet 

from shore unless a special permit for a 

buoyed pickup and drop area is obtained from 

the DNR.  
 

2009 Wisconsin Act 55 restricts the transport 

of aquatic plants and animals. This law took 

effect October 8, 2009. For most of us, this 

law means that we must be absolutely sure 

there are no plants or animals on our recrea-

tional equipment ð boats, trailers, seaplanes, 

Membership Meeting  

Saturday,  June 19, 9:00 AM  

Town of Round Lake Town Hall  

Spring 2010 

Whatõs Inside 

Sign up for email distribu-

tion and save the Associa-

tion mailing costs.  To sign 

up, send an email to:  

carlscheider@hotmail.com  

    Many thanks . 

This newsletter is now 

available electronically.  

Please plan to attend this important meeting.  Agenda items include:  

¶ Election of two board members.  

¶ Review of the Countyõs petition to abandon the Lake Placid Dam and diversionñone of 

the few sources of water into Round lake.  

¶ Other matters of importance to the health of Round Lake, such as the milfoil project, 

water quality report, etc.  



etc. ð when they are being transported on public high-

ways. Just like speeding, any law enforcement officer may 

issue a ticket for a boat and trailer traveling along a high-

way with ôweedsõ attached. 
 

200 Wisconsin Act 63 restricts the amount of phosphorous 

in machine dishwashing products for household use to a 

very small amount. This law takes effect July 1, 2010. 

You probably wonõt need to worry about this law so much, 

as grocery stores should not be offering unlawful dish-

The Round Lake Property Ownerõs Association (RLPOA) is strongly opposed to Placid Lake canal and dam abandonment, 

as proposed by Sawyer County.  RLPOA believes that this proposal should be summarily denied by the WDNR.  If aban-

donment is not denied, RLPOA requests a formal public hearing in the summer of 2011.  This time frame is requested to 

allow RLPOA to have an independent analysis performed pertaining to the Sawyer County proposal.  An environmental 

study and analysis is critical for complete evaluation of the impact on Round Lake and Little Round Lake.  

The statements below support the position of the RLPOA in opposition to the proposal.  

1. Abandonment violates WI s.31 Stats concerning 'minimum flow' as described in Chapter 130 Waterway& Wetland 

Handbook .  Barr Engineering has performed an analysis, which concluded that several cubic feet of water per second 

pass thru the dam.  This flow has been maintained even during the current, protracted drought and is the only per-

manent surface water source flowing into Round Lake.  

2. The Placid canal and dam have been present for 70+ years and there was a pre Άexisting drainage between Round 

Lake and Placid Lake prior to creation of the canal and dam.  Placid lake was historically connected thru sloughs to 

Round Lake and not Tiger Cat flowage, via the diversion channel to Burns Lake, like it is now.  

3. Both Placid and Round lakes are in the same watershed, being adjacent headwaters of the Chippewa River.  They 

are just several hundred feet apart and interconnected by a shared water table.  During the last 70+ years of continu-

ous water flow into Round Lake from Placid Lake, there is no documented negative environmental or biological im-

pact on either water body.   

4. Placid canal/dam abandonment represents a lack of historical perspective.  The canal and dam were not built by acci-

dent but as a response to water level problems in the past.  The Placid channel/dam augments the pre Άexisting, natu-

ral slough connection between the two lakes, which regulated the water level in Placid Lake.   

5. WDNR/Sawyer County insists on maintaining a minimum flow out of Round Lake thru the artificial channel at Carl-

son road on Little Round Lake.  The proposed Placid Lake canal/dam abandonment represents arbitrary, inconsis-

tent and punitive water management concerning Round Lake.  This will have a negative effect on the public use of 

the lake.  

6. Abandonment of Placid canal/dam represents a continuing pattern of disjointed Round Lake watershed management 

policy.  RLPOA is in support of a comprehensive unified management solution.  The main issue that needs to be ad-

dressed is modifying the 1941 Public Service Commission (PSC) to reflect historic water levels.  Specifically the abso-

lute high water level in this order needs to be modified/revised to minimize Sawyer County management liability.  

RLPOA would like to partner with the WDNR and Sawyer County to accomplish this goal as soon as possible. 

RLPOA would also like to work with The Tiger Cat Association to ensure sufficient water for everyone.  

7. Placid canal/dam abandonment project represents a major, costly destructive excavating project and a large expense 

to Sawyer County taxpayers with no apparent, tangible benefit to the public.   RLPOA has collected and will submit 

hundreds of names of individuals that have signed petition documents opposing Placid canal/dam abandonment.  

8. The project will negatively alter the natural esthetics of the land.  The Placid canal/diversion channel area is a very 

beautiful, natural area important to the public and wildlife.  It is a unique area with flowing water, mature shade 

trees and aquatic habitat that does not exist anywhere else on the shores of Round Lake.  RLPOA would be in sup-

port of public ownership of this land and preserving it as a historic public area.   

This letter has the full support of the Board of Directors for the Round Lake Property Owners Association. If you have 

questions or would like to discuss this further, please contact me. Thank you for your attention on this matter.  

 

Respectfully, Bob Strachota, President RLPOA  
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Letter to Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources March 30, 2010  

washing products.  
 

Thank you again for your support. We are always in need of 

more volunteers on the Board and for the committee posi-

tions. I am grateful for all the hard work contributed by our 

current Board and Committee Members.  
 

Hope to see you at the Spring Association meeting.  
 

Sincerely,  

Robert J. Strachota  



RLPOA Financials 12/31/2009  
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"Got any water?"  That may seem like an odd 

question to start a water quality article.  But, 

home and cabin owners returning this spring may 

be asking this very question to their neighbors.  

Owners will be dismayed at the current water 

level of Round lake.  The spring bounce that eve-

ryone hoped for has not occurred.  Winter snow-

fall amounts were below average and there were 

only two significant storms this winter.  

The snow melted very rapidly during the warm 

March weather, and it appears that most of the 

run off was absorbed by the ground, never making 

it to the lake.  With the aquifer down and the sub -

soil containing very little moisture, recharging of 

the land should help get the plants and trees 

growing.   However, the water level of the lake 

has not improved.  

The precipitation for 2009 in the Hayward area 

was about 21 inches, which is 10 inches below the 

70 year average.  This only reinforced the drought 

of the previous four years.  Including last year's 

10 inch short fall, the shortfall for the drought 

period is almost three feet.  

As of the weekend of March 27 th , the lake had not 

risen any noticeable amount.  The lake ice was 

pulling away from shore and the lake should be 

ice free early in April.  This is one of the earliest 

ice-out dates in recent history.  

In other news, the RPLOA submitted a modified 

aquatic invasive species control grant application 

this February.  Prior to submittal, a review meet-

ing was held with a representative from the 

WDNR grant review board.  The application in-

cluded changes based on the recommendations 

made during the review and it is hoped that this 

will increase the likelihood that the application is 

approved.  All submitted grant applications will 

be reviewed by the WDNR at the beginning April 

and lake associations should be informed of the 

results by the end of month.  

Milfoil control and eradication will be at the top of 

list of activities this summer.  Last year a signifi-

cant amount of effort was spent identifying milfoil 

areas and cataloging their GPS locations.  Spring 

is the best time to treat milfoil and last yearõs 

work was critical to aggressively treating the lake 

the spring.  Funding will be critical to continuing 

efforts to control the milfoil and it is hoped that 

AIS Control grant will be the funding source for 

water quality activates for the next three years.  

If the grant is not approved, the board will be ex-

ploring funding alternatives. This may include a 

special request to the membership and proceeding 

with work for a special tax district for Round 

Lake residents to provide a long term funding 

source.  By Dan Kollodge.  

 

 

Water Quality Update  

 

Dec 31, 
2007 

Dec 31, 
2008 

Dec 31, 
2009 

Statement of Income (audited) (unaudited) (unaudited) 

Contributions    

Membership Fees  $       8,790   $       9,606   $       9,015  

Milfoil Fund         2,113          8,950           9,138  

Sponsorships           2,800               850               900  

Grants                 -                    -              9,900  

Water Level Defense        26,549    200               -    

Miscellaneous          315    -                    -    

Donations    220  180        -    

Noncash Contributions     731,500               -                    -    

 
 $     

772,287  
 $       

19,786  
 $       

28,953  

Expenses    

Accounting & Legal   -              2,500        300  

Advertising                 -                 367                  -    

Amortization of Intangibles  20,319   40,639    40,639  

Bank Charges             29         -                  24  

Crib Expense            -      -             2,445  

Dues & Subscription   440   360      370  

Equipment    -               54         216  

Fish Stocking Expense      1,500                  -                    -    

Gift Certificates         -                 600                  -    

Insurance - Business  956          -         956  

Licenses & Permits 15   28        -    

Milfoil Expense  4,189  18,035         14,064  

Newsletters 1,675        1,370  1,465  

Postage 1,075  1,036        910  

Sub Contract Labor   -            -     155  

Telephone 136   399      -    

Town Hall Expense            -    150        -    

Water Level Defense   7,388     3,161                  -    

Total  $  37,723   $  68,700   $  61,543  

    

Operating Income(Loss) $ 734,564  $ (48,914) $ (32,590) 

Interest Income              896            1,112               307  

Net Income(Loss) $  735,460   $   (46,690)  $  (32,283) 

    

*Cash Basis Net Income(Loss)  $     24,279   $   (7,105)  $    8,355  

    

 

Dec 31, 
2007 

Dec 31, 
2008 

Dec 31, 
2009 

Statement of Financial Position    

Cash-General Fund  $  25,132   $  31,542   $  34,708  

Cash-Milfoil Fund      14,914       6,391   11,404  

Cash-Defense Fund       24,323       19,272        19,448  

Tangible Assets  $  64,368   $  57,205   $  65,561  

Intangibles    711,181     629,903      548,625  

Total Net Assets  $ 775,549   $   687,108   $  614,186  
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Here's hoping that the summer of 

2010 on the lake will be as much 

fun as this last winter on snowmo-

biles. I think most would agree that 

we've just enjoyed the best sledding 

in many years!  

A few common sense rules to en-

hance your enjoyment of the lake 

this year:  

General Rules  

1. Do not drink while driving a boat. 

You can be given a Breathalyzer 

test.  

2. Do not litter the water or the 

shore. 

3. Do not allow anyone to ride on 

boat gunwales, seat tops, backs or 

sides, or on the deck over the bow 

while underway.  

4. All motorboats must stay at least 

100 feet away from other objects 

such as shore, docks or rafts while 

at any speed above slow-no wake. 

5. Observe shallow or no -wake 

buoys. Stay between the red and 

green buoys at the entrance to 

Richardson Bay. The red and green 

buoys mark the navigable channel 

into Hinton Bay, which also must 

be traversed at no -wake speed. A 

new no-wake zone has also been 

established around the north side of 

the island in Leder Bay. Another 

hazardous channel (to boat bottoms) 

is the entrance to Schoolhouse Bay. 

Be extremely careful here. I would 

also like to note that the buoys are 

not a guarantee of sufficient water. 

The Lake has been low and fluctu-

ates. So continue to keep a sharp 

lookout even when traversing be-

tween buoys.  

6. Divers will mark their activities 

with a red flag with diagonal stripe 

(most common) or an orange flag. 

Give them a wide berth of at least 

100 feet. 

7. Generally the boat on the right 

side has right of way. Boats with 

water skiers, tubers, etc. have the 

right of way over other motor craft. 

Non powered boats (paddle boats, 

sailboats, canoes) have right of way 

over motor craft.  

8. Make sure your boat has current 

registration if it needs it. You may 

check the DNR website: 

www.dnr.state.wi.us  for information 

on this and any other questions you 

may have about boating rules.  

9. The general definition of night is 

between sunset and sunrise. This 

applies to use of lights (normally red 

and green bow position lights and a 

white stern light visible for two 

miles) and night prohibited activity 

such as tubing and water -skiing.  

10. Every watercraft must have a 

certified personal flotation device 

(PFD) on board for each person on the 

watercraft.  

Water Skiing and Tubing  

1. Do not tow a skier, tuber, etc. 

unless you have a competent person, 

in addition to the operator, in posi-

tion to observe the activity of the per-

son being towed.  

2. The person being towed, as well as 

the towboat, may not come within 

100 feet of any boat, shore, raft or 

dock. 

Common Citation Causes  

1. Personal Watercraft (PWC's, also 

known as Jet Skis or Wave Runners) 

violations.  

2. Failure to provide sufficient PFD's.  

3. Operating without necessary regis-

tration.  

4. Operating while under the influence 

of alcohol. 

5. Towing a person without a compe-

tent observer.  

6. Operating a motor craft within 100 

feet of other boats, docks, rafts or the 

shore. 

Age Restrictions  

1. No person under the age of 10 may 

operate a motorboat.  

2. No person under the age of 12 may 

operate a PWC.  

3. Persons between the ages of 12 and 

16 may operate a PWC or motorboat 

unaccompanied if they have completed 

the boating safety course and achieved 

their boating license.  

4. Persons between the ages of 10 and 

12 may operate a motorboat, but not a 

PWC, if accompanied by a person at 

least 18 years of age. 

5. Persons between the ages of 12 and 

16 who do not have a boating license 

may operate a motorboat, but not a 

PWC, under the supervision of some-

one over the age of 18. 

6. There are two options for the boating 

safety course. You may take the course 

online at www.boatingbasicsonline.com  

or in a classroom with an instructor. 

Contact the local DNR office at       634 -

2688 or the website for dates of class-

room instruction.  

7. People over the age of 16 with a 

valid driver's license may operate any 

watercraft without taking the boating 

safety course, although it is still recom-

mended. 

8. All boaters are accountable for know-

ing and abiding by boating safety regu-

lations.  

It is not as much fun dwelling on the 

negative -don't do's of boating as it is 

enjoying the many positive aspects of 

boating activities on Round Lake. I 

hope that these tips help you to enjoy 

your boating summer without a costly 

citation or worse, a serious boating ac-

cident.  

Water Safety by Jack Ardoyno  
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Many thanks to the 

Round Lake Marina for 

assisting with the buoys 

each year.  Please thank 

them with your business. 



(Thursday, January 21, 2010, By 

Bret Shaw, Univ. of Wisc. Exten-

sion.) 

Madison --Many anglers in Wiscon-

sin are not aware of laws designed 

to prevent the spread of aquatic 

invasive species and protect the 

stateõs lakes and rivers, according to 

a recent statewide poll.  

Anglers had the most confusion 

about laws designed to stop the fish 

disease Viral Hemorrhagic Septice-

mia (VHS) from spreading between 

lakes and other bodies of water in 

the state.VHS, which was first de-

tected in Wisconsin waters in 2007, 

can infect up to 45 different fish 

species and cause large-scale fish 

kills. It is transmitted through the 

body fluids of fish, including urine 

and blood. It travels with fish or the 

water fish have been in, and can 

survive for years in fish or for days in 

the water.  

For example, only 31% of anglers were 

aware that itõs illegal to leave a boat 

landing with any live fish other than 

bait purchased from a Wisconsin bait 

dealer or fish farm.This law was en-

acted to prevent people from acciden-

tally or intentionally transferring fish 

from one water body to another.  

òMoving fish from one lake to another 

may be well -intended to improve fish-

ing in the second body of water, but 

itõs against the law because it in-

creases the likelihood of spreading 

VHS, which is something nobody 

wants,ó said Bret Shaw, environ-

mental communication specialist for 

the University of Wisconsin -Extension 

and principal investigator on the 

study.  

There was mixed awareness about 

laws when fishing with min-

nows.Over 90% knew that itõs ille-

gal to release minnows in Wisconsin 

waterways, and over 80% knew it is 

not legal to use leftover minnows on 

another water body if lake or river 

water or fish were added to the bait 

container. This restriction prevents 

mixing in potentially contaminated 

water or fish.  

But many anglers were also not 

aware that they can use leftover 

minnows bought from Wisconsin 

bait dealers or fish farms on the 

same water even if theyõve added 

lake or river water or fish to their 

bait container. This is allowed be-

cause it does not have the risk of 

spreading contaminated water or 

fish from one water body to another.  

Another area of concern was that 

28% of anglers did not know it was 

illegal to leave a boat landing with 

any water onboard a boat, or in 

equipment with the exception of 

drinking water, and up to two gal-

lons of water in a bait container 

holding leftover minnows.  

Invasive Species Laws 

PAGE 7 ROUND THE LAKE NEWSLETTER MAY 2010 

 

Web Site Update  

 

From Jan. 2010 to  

          April. 2010. 

www.roundthelake.com  

This analysis summarizes 

multiple page views of an 

individual visitor into unique 

visits.  

 



Web Site Update  
From Jan. 1, 2009 to Nov. 12, 2009.  www.roundthelake.com  
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FISHING REPORT  
Ice out this year came very early.  In fact in the 27 years Iõve been living on Round Lake I canõt remember anything even 

close to this yearsõ early open water. 

Hopefully water temps will rise in time for the fish to be able to have a successful spawning season.  Recent newspaper 

articles have reported a number of area lakes with fish numbers declining.  Iõm sure this is a result of many different fac-

tors but I wonder if this isnõt related to the drought conditions and extremely low water levels changing the areas nor-

mally used by the fish for spawning.  

This past winter ice fishing season we didnõt see the larger walleyes and numbers were generally down.  The yellow perch 

seem to be recovering and we caught many northerns, some in the 7 to 10 lb range.  By opening day of fishing season wa-

ter temps should be perfect for post spawned walleye action!  We will be building over 200 more fish cribs this spring and 

could use all the help we can get to finish our 2 year project.  Call me if youõre interested in helping out. 

Anyone fishing the flats over the new cribs may see action early in the season.  Be sure to get out on the lake and wet a 

line and take someone with you!  

Good fishing!  Alan Reinemann  Chair, Fish Committee  




