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1914/1915 – Water 
would run from Little 
Round into Squaw 
through big swamp that 
connects the lakes in 
high water.  H51 

1913/1915 – Ditch between
Little Round & Squaw, whi
may have been the Anderso
Channel.  H53 

1941 Order – Sawyer Co. 
construct outlet channel with 
capacity to discharge 150 
C.F.S. with dam & control 
gates to control water level in 
Round Lakes.  Plans must be 
submitted by 12/1/41 & 
constructed & ready for 
operation by 7/1/42.  H121 

2/18/42 – County 
didn’t submit plans 
by date set in 
Order.  H208 

2/24/42 – 3 blueprints 
of plans submitted to 
PSCW for proposed 
canal H210

4/4/42 – PSCW 
approves plans for canal.  
H217, H211, H222 

5/23/42 – Dug ditch with 12” bottom 
btn. Little Round and Squaw.  H254.  
SC 1993.  But PSCW says the canal 
only  extended 200 feet beyond 
Carlson Road.  SC1998

2/4/41 –No outlet from 
Little Round to Squaw but 
used to be & used to run 
canoes between them.  
H41  Currently no boat 
channel, but there’s an 
open swamp. H67-68 & 
H92 

6/10/41 – Map of 
Round Lakes & 
Squaw Lake w/ 
drainage between.  
Profile of proposed 
Drain from Little 
Round to Squaw.  
Affected landowners 
identified See CD

7/7/43 – PSCW staff 
investigate high level of 
Round Lakes.  Sawyer Co. 
tells staff control of Lakes 
had been natural condition of 
channel below Little Round.  
Slight fall in water at out fall 
of Little Round & stream 
below H257
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11/46 – DOI inspected 
northern drainage channel and 
found it as 6’ deep and 
doesn’t follow any previous 
channel.  H281-282 

4/20/49 – PSCW to Mr. Anderson re: 
alleged ditch he dug btn. Little Round & 
Squaw. H408 

5/4/49 – Mr. Anderson to PSCW – Didn’t dig ditch.  During 
rainy years of 1941-1948 water flowed over his property.  
Since 1948 no water flowing b/c of draught.  H413.  Water 
always flows through his property unless there is a drought. 

2/23/49 – After describing Court 
Oreilles complaints of high water 
and pollution, PSCW says maybe 
Order points about Northern Ditch 
could adversely affect lower 
riparians.  Therefore, investigation 
must be made.  H379

6/3/49 – Hearing for new docket (2-WP-766) for raising level of 
Tiger Cat Flowage from 90.0’ to 90.5’ per County’s request.  During 
testimony one witness asks canal between Little Round & Squaw be 
closed and returned to natural position.  H472  Hearing examiner 
decides to keep issue open to conduct study on relationship between 
level of Round Lakes & Tiger Cat Flowage.  H473 

2/8/50 – To minimize introduction of exotic 
species into Couderay Lakes, WDNR 
recommends the outlets for Round Lake be 
"returned to nearly natural conditions."  H479  

3/29/50 – PSCW states channel btn. Little Round & 
Squaw only partially constructed and not expected 
it will be completed.  Will probably be plugged up 
to natural contour of groundwater in vicinity.  H484 

5/18/50 – “There is no water flowing through 
location of the old weir to the canal from Little 
Round Lake to Squaw Lake.  This having been 
blocked by earthen fill.” SC0915 

6/2/50 – Order in 2-WP-766 issued – The 
opinion section says the partially constructed 
channel from Little Round to Squaw be kept 
blocked up to elevation of natural ground 
levels to cause any excess waters to flow 
towards Squaw as determined by natural 
ground contour.  H477   

 
 

6/7/50 – Map with handwritten notes says “Canal 
now closed off” for the Northern Drainage Ditch 
and the Anderson Channel has a notation that 
says “Canal opened June 7, 1950.  DNR334 
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1/9/62 – PSCW memo – 
Anderson channel 
diverts water from Little 
Round causing levels in 
lake below normal .  
Necessary to require 
obstruction in channel to 
stop diversion of water 
when Little Round at 
low levels.  H526 

8/2/61 – WDNR letter to PSCW 
– Major reason to delay 
construction of channel is to 
discourage movement of northern 
pike from Round Lakes to 
Couderey Lake no longer 
reasonable.  If required structures 
will aid in stabilizing levels of 
lakes, in public interest and 
withdraws objections to their 
construction.  H514.5 

10/6/61 – PSCW concludes 
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the slope of the NDC is 
insufficient to control the 
water under maximum 
specified.  H519

12/21/61 – Sawyer Co. to PSCW – 2 
outlets from Little Round – channel 
on east end of Little Round that leads 
to Squaw and one at the dam. H525  
Presumably the one at the east end is 
the "Anderson Channel." 
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7/31/67 – WDNR says 
drop in elevation btn. 
Little Round & Squaw is 
0.86 foot.  H539 

12/15/67 – WDNR 
says small slope of 
.90 ft. btn Little 
Round & Squaw 
one of reasons lake 
level can’t be 
achieved.  H550 

4/30/68 – DNR to Sawyer Co. –  
Water level survey of last summer 
indicated difference btn. Round 
Lakes of 0.8 ft.  Present level of 
Round Lake is 0.66 ft. above max 
level authorized.  Only way to create 
solution to high water is better flow 
condition requiring complete clean 
out of stream.  With erosion taking 
place on shore, it’s clear water must 
stay within legal limits to protect 
property owners.  H553 

Channel extends 300’ 
from dam until marsh 
begins.  SC1784 

9/6/72 – Sawyer Co. 
clears the Northern 
Drainage Ditch of 
debris.  SC788 
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8/27/84 – WDNR says Northern Drainage 
Ditch never “finished to the specified 
width of 10 feet.”  Though no approval 
ever given, there was “tacit approval.”  No 
ongoing maintenance obligations of the 
channel.  SC1154-1157 

2/7/87 – AG to ED of Tavern Hosts 
– WDNR doesn’t have authority to 
require Sawyer Co. to maintain on 
a permanent basis channel between 
Round Lakes & Squaw.  H592-593 
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9/27/93 – Frank Dallam instructs the County to 
do the Regional Flood Elevation, the County 
must remove “any beaver dams or obstructions in 
the downstream channel  … while observing any 
DNR regulations that apply.”  DNR1639-41 
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8/28/02 – Frank Dallam says 
dredging the Northern Drainage 
Channel may allow the Co. to 
control the lake levels.  DNR1198 
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