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P.O. Box 1070 » Hayward, Wisconsin 54843

February 14, 2007

Sawyer County Board of Supervisors
406 Main Street
Hayward, Wl 54843

RE: Round Lake Water Levels
Madame Chairman and Felliow Board Members:

It has become clear to the Round Lake Property Owner's Association (RLPOA) that the
County intends to recommend a "passive” management system for Big and Little Round
Lakes. This approach will involve the abandonment of the Carlson Dam, lowering of the
NN culverts, elimination of the Placid Canal Diversion Channel, removal of the beaver
dams, and removal of the snowmobile berm on Osprey Creek. In essence, Sawyer
County wants to abdicate all responsibility for water management.

The RLPOA membership represents over 400 homeowners of the total 600+ property
owners. Your approach to water management has been thoroughly discussed at
several board meetings as well as numerous general membership meetings. There is
overwhelming opposition to the “passive” approach and we insist that a public hearing
be scheduled well in advance and at a convenient time and place for summer residents.
Over and over again, lake owners mention the large amounts of real estate taxes paid
by property owners and how they believe the County has the obligation to actively
manage the Big and Little Round Lake water levels.

This matter is a highly volatile issue and numerous members of the association want to
take legal action against the County’s perceived abdication of responsibility. The Board
does not support this strategy at this time, but the manner in which this matter is
handled will certainly drive future decisions. Again, we would like to bring to your
attention the official position of the RLPOA, as outlined in the attached copy of our letter
dated September 3, 2003, as well as subseguent resolutions dated August 19, 2005,
December 23, 2005 and September 23, 2006.

We urge you to heed the request of the RLPOA. The consequences of ignoring our
position will be deleterious for all of us.

- —
Strachota
President
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February 14, 2007

Sawyer County Board of Supervisors
406 Main Street
Hayward, Wl 54843

RE: Round Lake Water Levels
Madame Chairman and Fellow Board Members:

It has become clear to the Round Lake Property Owner's Association (RLPOA) that the
County intends to recommend a “passive” management system for Big and Litile Round
Lakes. This approach will involve the abandonment of the Carlson Dam, lowering of the
NN culverts, elimination of the Placid Canal Diversion Channel, removal of the beaver
dams, and removal of the snowmaobile berm on Osprey Creek. In essence, Sawyer
County wants to abdicate all responsibility for water management.

The RLPOA membership represents over 400 homeowners of the total 600+ property
owners. Your approach to water management has been thoroughly discussed at
several board meetings as well as numerous general membership meetings. There is
overwhelming opposition to the “passive”™ approach and we insist that a public hearing
be scheduled well in advance and at a convenient time and place for summer residents.
Over and over again, lake owners mention the large amounts of real estate taxes paid
by property owners and how they believe the County has the obligation to actively
manage the Big and Little Round Lake water levels.

This matter is a highly volatile issue and numerous members of the association want to
take legal action against the County's perceived abdication of responsibility. The Beard
does not support this strategy at this lime, but the manner in which this matter is
handled will certainly drive future decisions. Again, we would like tc bring to your
attention the official position of the RLPOA, as outlined in the attached copy of our letter
dated September 3, 2003, as well as subsequent resolutions dated August 19, 2005,
December 23, 2005 and September 23, 2006.

We urge you to heed the request of the RLPOA. The consequences of ignoring our
position will be deleterious for all of us.

Sincerely,

ROUND LAKE PROPERTY OWNERS ASSOCIATION

Board Member



ROUND LAKE PROPERTY OWNERS POSITION STATEMENT
ON THE WATER LEVEL OF ROUND LAKE

The undersigned, the duly elected. gqualified and acting Secretary of Round Lake Property
Owners Association, Inc (RLPOA), a Wisconsin not-for-profit corporation. hereby
certifies that the following is a true, correct and complete copy of the resolution duly
adopted by the Board of Directors on September 23, 2006, and the same is and remams in
full force and effect without amendment or modification.

Resolved, that:

1)

3)

The Wisconsin DNR proposal to abrogate the 1941 PSC order and to abandon the
Little Round Lake dam and make the drainage svstem passive is totally
unacceptable to RLPOA.

RLPOA strongly supports a water management svstem for Round Lake under
which the DNR will establish a normal water level and a maximum water level
three inches above the normal water level with clear instructions to the county as
to when stop logs must be placed or removed so the water level does not exceed
the maximum and water can be conserved during dry periods.

RLPOA strongly urges the county to engage SEH to recommend normal.
maximum, and to the extent feasible, mimmum water levels based upon
environmental, ecological, navigation, property values, and intrinsic factors and to
specify the control structures that would be necessary to achieve such
recommendations afier the submission of which RLPOA would make its final
recommendation as to the range of water levels.

David A. Andersen
Secretary, Round Lake Property Owners Association
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Wisconsin Dapariment of Natural Besources (DNR)
S05 My 27
Hayward Wi 52843

Ladies a1l Gentisman

Tha wale” iavel of Round Laka (including Litta Roung) ie-of great conesm n'the Royung Lake
Properly Jemers Assocation (RLPOA) This subject- matter has bean the source of mo=
JISCUsSIC by ke cwners than any oiher topic this vear Wa greawars of the resulis pf ine
Sawyer County questionnairs and have informally evaluaied the mamherenin’s oositon & cur
recem 3s:¢tislion mesting and at ar saecutive mesting of the hoard,

This Istiefarmally seis fordh the majonity positon of RLPDA. The sxezutive boasd and the
RLPOA Laleve thal the waler lavel that has prevailed for moa! of this surmmer (svan trough U
0 s inchEs G 50 sbove the authonzsd lake leve! of 77 0 feetl shouild be =fralene tn tha
normst fotes of nature. We bele that the natral course of nature will Baisnca the water
evelover Wims within acceptable IDieTancess that the laka has experiansed over tha gas1 25
years = oiner words, somelimes tha 22 level will b shightly nigh and sometimeas § will B2
sligntly io v bui ahways targating Tia sxisting authorized laka level. We axgect that Szwyer
Ceunty and tha DNR will maintain and manags the watenwvay systems in and cut of the ke - 3
responsit '8 ManTer 5o as to be abis to quickly controd the sxireme cincumstances of high orizrm
waier. \Wnatever 2cbions are neegsd by Sawyer County or the DNR ta be mna state of
reaginess should be atiendad 15 50 that responsive action can be {sken immadiataly for
gxireme Crcumsiancss

Thers bzt bass Srtusson by the Count and the ENR about reavaluating Found Laks's
hsionc wugriavais The RLPOA wants o beinhmately 'nvelved in giny and all naw proposais
for managing to2 lake, A1 this time RLPOA doss not suppont 3 changa i tha histonc izke levsls
and does ngf Ssheve that the matler neads © be resvaiuated.

Thank you for youratianton on this matier. If you have suestons or woult like to disoyss s
matter furher. pleass <all 1 can be reathed 3t my office in Minnaapoks on §12-333-8333
Adgitora ly, pease be avare that Bl Whillock chairs the Governmental Awmreness Commites
and has aapearad and will continue 19 appear 3t pubbe mastings on this subiset Hasosaks oo
behatf of LPO& 770 Tigsthe Tull supoor of 1he sxacutive bagrd

Sincegely,
N

Ropert | 3trasnots
Frecigem Y PLPOA



Resolved, that the official position of the RLPOA on the issue of the water level of
Round Lake established by resolution on August 19, 2005, remains as stated with the

following additions.

1) The study being done by SEH must establish the normal and the maximum lake
elevations considering at minimum ecology, property values, access, and
navigability.

2) The RLPOA does not support a passive water level management system; we
expect the Wisconsin DNR to order an active system that the county will
implement and manage.

Dated: August 19, 2005

David A. Andersen
Secretary, Round Lake Property Owners Association



CERTIFICATE

The undersigned, the duly elected, qualified and acting Secretary of Round Lake
Property Owners Association, Inc, a Wisconsin not-for-profit corporation, hereby
certifies that the following is a true, correct and complete copy of the resolution duly
adopted by the Board of Directors on August 19, 2005, and the same is and remains in
full force and effect without amendment or modification.

Resolved, that the official position of the Round Lake Property Owners Association on
the issue of the water level of Round Lake is that we are not certain whether or not the
level of the lake in recent years has been within the limits established by the 1941 PSC
order but that the association supports what the average has been over the past 25
years whether that complies with the 1941 order or not. We expect that Sawyer County
and the DNR will maintain and manage the waterway systems in and out of the lake in a
responsible manner so as to be able to quickly control the extreme circumstances of
high or low water.

Dated: December 23, 2005

David A. Andersen
Secretary, Round Lake Property Owners Association



