[image: image1.wmf]

[image: image2.wmf] 

wisconsin.gov

 

Printed on

 

Recycled

 

Paper

 

Quality Natural Resources Management

 

Through Excellent Customer Service

 

dnr.wi.gov

 


Park Falls Service Center
875 South 4th Avenue
Park Falls, Wisconsin  54552
Telephone 715-762-3204
FAX 715-762-4348
TTY Access via relay - 711
Jim Doyle, Governor
Scott Hassett, Secretary

John Gozdzialski, Regional Director
November 1, 2005



Dear Round Lake Work Group: 

I apologize for taking this long to get back to everyone after our first meeting in early May.  I hope everyone is still interested in working together to developing a process and an approach to address the County’s petition and to protecting and improving waters in the Round Lake system.  Department of Natural Resources staff have met a number of times to clarify some of the issues brought up at our first meeting and to draft an outline/process.  This draft process is the Department's attempt to put all of the Round Lake issues on the table and to develop a holistic approach to the complex issues affecting the lake.  Since this is a complicated issue with numerous interested parties, we have asked Kris Tiles, U.W. Extension Basin Educator to facilitate the process.  We are proposing a stepped process that will:

· Clarify issues and concerns

· Involve tribal and public input 

· Identify the needs of the resource

· Develop management recommendations

At our meeting on May 9th, 2005 those in attendance had an opportunity to express what their expectations were for Round Lake and the results of this process.  The following are some of the things I heard at the meeting:

· They want the county to be able to manage water levels

· The county wants its responsibilities clarified

· The county wants a process to get resolution of this

· Permanent workable long term solution

· Continued respect for all parties and their opinions

· Acknowledgment of tribal rights

· Water quality/ invasive species issues

· Consequences of raising or lowering the lake levels and the impact on its resources

· The county will not do anything to the structure until the process is completed

· Need an interpretation of the orders

· Desire to come up with something more manageable than 77.00-77.25

· Resource concerns

· What factors we would be considering; environmental, dam requirements, and treaty rights

Clarify Issues and Concerns

Starting at the lower end of the Tiger Cat, Round Lake, Little Round Lake and Osprey Lake system and working our way upstream, here are the issues we will be looking at.

1. Culverts on CTH NN – The culverts on CTH NN were replaced in approximately 1999 without a DNR permit.  A letter dated July 9, 2004 from Dave Kafura, a Water Management Specialist for the WDNR acknowledged receipt of the after-the-fact permit and determined the application from the County for the CTH NN culverts was incomplete.  Further, the Department would review and make a determination of whether the permit is appropriately regulated under Chapter 30 or 31, Wis. Statutes.  Upon review the Department believes that the culvert inlets are elevated above the streambed of Osprey Creek.   Elevated culverts that act or function as a dam require permitting or approval under Ch. 31, Wis. Stats.  We will be prepared to discuss the County's options concerning the culverts.

2. Ch 30 Lake Level for Osprey Lake – A previous dredging permit for Osprey Creek identified a minimum lake level for Osprey Lake.  We will discuss the enforceability of that provision.

3. Bridge and dam at the outlet of Little Round Lake – Ownership and responsibility of the road and bridge are still in question.  Ownership of the road and bridge must be determined.  In addition, there is an easement on record but is not signed.  The County should find out if this easement is legal and has it been recorded.

4. Round Lake water level order – The order contains a number of points that are not practicable or possible:

· Normal water levels

· Water level range is unreasonable to manage in the dam's current state

5. Tiger Cat Lake level orders – There are a number of orders relating to Tiger Cat flowage, all of which may impact Round Lake water levels.  

Involve Public Input

At our first meeting we discussed public involvement in this process.  A couple of years ago the county conducted a survey of Round Lake residents regarding lake levels.  At our meeting opinions varied from using this past survey, developing another survey or developing another process to get input from a greater segment of those parties interested in Round Lake’s water levels.   In addition, we are now looking at the whole system, not just Round Lake.  To involve the public in this process would mean including property owners on Tiger Cat, Round Lake, Little Round Lake, Osprey Lake and Osprey Creek.

We propose a public input meeting after this work group completely identifies the issues, the resource needs, management recommendations and steps to implement the recommendations.  We should give the interested individuals a chance to comment on the whole package.

Identify the Needs of the Resource

Any direction that is taken by this group to manage the Round Lake system must take into account both the aquatic and terrestrial resources of the system.  This would include water levels on the lakes, fish passage, indigenous and invasive plant species, fish and invertebrate communities, etc.  This would also be the time to address any wild rice issue.

Develop Management Recommendations – This should be the end product of this process.

Meeting Strategy – Based on the complexity of this issue, this work group will have to meet a number of times to work our way through this issue.  The Department proposes that at our next meeting we use the first half of the meeting to clarify issues and concerns of the work group and to agree upon the process.  The second half will then be spent addressing the culverts on CTH NN and the Ch. 30 lake level for Osprey Lake.

Workgroup Members – At this time our workgroup consists of the following individuals and organizations that attended our May 5, 2005 meeting.  I will also be sending this letter to others on the original mailing list that did not attend plus any additional names mentioned at the meeting.  If there are others that you think we should ask to sit on this workgroup, please let me know.


Attended May 5, 2005 meeting:

· Bill Whitluck – Round Lake Property Owners

· Dave Andersen – Round Lake Property Owners

· Wally Warr – Round Lake Property Owners

· Mic Isham – LCO, Viogt, GLIFWC

· Kris Goodwill – LCO Legal Dept.

· Dan Tyrolt – LCO Conservation

· Matt Dregne – Sawyer County

· Kris Mayberry – Sawyer County

· Shirley J. Riedmann – Sawyer County

· Hal Helwig – Sawyer County

· Tom Duffy – Sawyer County

· Dale Lang – WDNR

· Frank Dallam – WDNR

· Dave Kafura – WDNR

· Tom Aartila – WDNR

· Alan Reinaman

· Noel Esenson

· Jim Hausman
Other Organizations or individuals:

· Kris Tiles – Basin Educator UW-Extension

· Meg Galloway – WDNR

· Michael Cain – WDNR

· Tom Jerow – WDNR

· Lauren L. Azar – Michael Best & Friedrich LLP

· Robert Strachota – President Round Lake Property Owners Association

· Stan Strainis – President Tiger Cat Flowage Property Owners Association

· Jeff Buhrandt – Representative David Obey’s Office

· Judy Kelly – State Representative Gary Sherman’s Office

· Lauri Perlick or Terrell Boettcher – Sawyer County Record

· Peter David – GLIFWC

· Jim Zorn - GLIFWC
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