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Park Falls Service Center
875 South 4th Avenue
Park Falls, Wisconsin  54552
Telephone 715-762-3204
FAX 715-762-4348
TTY Access via relay - 711
Jim Doyle, Governor
Matthew J. Frank, Secretary

John Gozdzialski, Regional Director
May 7, 2010


James A. Bassett

Chair, Sawyer County LCC

10610 Main Street

P.O. Box 89

Hayward, WI 54843

Gary Gedart

Highway Commissioner

Sawyer County Highway Department

14688W CTH B

Hayward, WI 54843

Dear Messrs Bassett and Gedart:

We would like to respond to your March 1, 2010 letter on the CTH NN culverts and add to the discussion we have had at the last two Land and Water Committee meetings. The Department of Natural Resources (DNR) is very interested in resolving the CTH NN culvert situation but must reiterate that the culverts remain an outstanding enforcement issue; the culverts were installed in 1999 without a permit and are elevated above the natural stream channel which acts as a dam.  
We have discussed the matter internally with various Department staff and want you to know that the Department’s position on these culverts has not changed.  The Department previously determined that these elevated culverts would be defined as a dam and need to be brought into compliance.  The County has two options to achieve compliance.  The first is to follow through with modifying the culverts per the Trans 207 approval, or secondly, the County can apply for and supply the required information to have the existing culverts permitted as dam.  

The Department also recognizes the close working relationship between Sawyer County and the Lac Courte Oreilles Band of Ojibwe (LCO).  We have been actively working with both County and Tribal Leadership over the past few years on this issue.  During the Trans 207 approval/concurrence process for the CTH NN culverts, the Department notified LCO and the Voight Task Force of the project and provided them the opportunity to comment on the culvert replacement.

To move this issue forward, the Department is requesting you identify what the County intends to do to bring the CTH NN Culverts into compliance.  Since the county applied for and received concurrence through the Trans 207 process almost two years ago, we are asking that you reply to our request by June 1, 2010.  If we do not receive a satisfactory reply to our request by June 1, 2010, the Department will conclude that the county is not willing to bring the culverts into compliance and evaluate our options for enforcing the regulations.

If you have any question on this issue, please feel free to contact me at (715) 762-1338.

Sincerely,

Thomas P. Aartila

Upper Chippewa Basin Watershed Supervisor

WDNR

Park Falls Service Center 

cc:  
John Gozdzialski, Regional Director, WDNR, Spooner


Hal Helwig, Chairman, Sawyer County Board 


Brian Bisonette, LCO 

Tom Jerow, Regional Water Leader, WDNR Rhinelander

Bill Clark, Environmental Analysis and Review Supervisor, WDNR Spooner

Mic Isham, LCO



Frank Dallam, Dam Safety Engineer, WDNR, Spooner


Dave Kafura, Water Management Specialist, WDNR, Hayward


Meg Galloway, Section Chief, Dams and Floodplains, WDNR Madison


Megan Correll, Attorney, WDNR Madison
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