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Editor: 
 
I must comment about the article in the Sawyer County Record last week 
entitled “County awaits word from LCO on proposed projects.” The article 
should have been entitled “County awaits word from Mother Nature on 
Round Lake watershed!” At every single meeting since this process has 
started, we have been giving our “word.” It goes ignored. We have said 
“leave it alone.” 
 

If you will recall, this issue 
started after a Round 
Lake resident sued the 
county over lake levels. 
The county then paid him 
I believe about $500,000 
and he sold his property 
and left the area.  
 
If you recall, I stated at the 
first meeting, “today you 

are complaining that the lake is too high and a year from now we could have 
a drought.” Here we are a year and a-half later and we are in a drought. Now 
the county has spent $100,000 more of taxpayer dollars to study what the 
Tribe has been saying all along — you can’t control Mother Nature! 
 
It is insulting to us (the Tribe) that county board supervisor Riedman is giving 
us a deadline of May 17 to perform a duty. She is not our boss! We will take 
our time with this issue! The engineering study that the county paid for only 
addressed impacts relative to Round Lake and did not address issues/
impacts that are relative to downstream Osprey Lake, Osprey Creek — on 
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Rez! We (the Tribe) are the ones who will be affected by any drainage plan 
or dam proposal which are the only options the county seems to be 
proposing. There are other options. Thus we will take our time and explore 
ALL the options.  
 
That IS the word from LCO! 
 
Mic Isham 
 
LCO Tribal  
 
Governing Board 
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